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Lost Pubs of Combs Circular Walk 

This is a 3.5 mile circular walk around Combs looking at the agriculture 

and architecture that has shaped the village. There are no stiles and the 

walk is on generally quiet roads and field edges with one cross field 

transit that may be muddy after rain. 

 As there is no convenient central parking point in the village this 

description starts at the bus shelter on Park Road but the route can be 

picked up at any point. If you are coming into the village by car please 

park carefully. 

Across the road from the bus shelter is one of Combs lost pubs. It is now Bay Tree House but until 

1989 it was the Live and Let Live, a busy Greene King hostelry. Go right along Park Road, cross Jacks 

Lane on the right, and you will come to several cottages bearing the lettering L. W. C 1873. These 

were built by Lankester Webb the owner of Combs Tannery and more of his influence will be seen 

later in the walk.  

Continue along Park Road to the junction with Bildeston Road and Mill Lane (Combs once had three 

mills). Pause here to look at the village sign erected in 1998 and depicting Model Farm, the park and 

the church. The sign is dedicated to Joan Saunders, Councillor and Parish Chairman 1973-1994.  

Follow Bildeston Road until you get to Ebbs House which has connections with the Singing Postman, 

Allan Smethurst. Some of his very popular Norfolk dialect songs were recorded here in the 1960’s.  

Take the footpath opposite and follow the well-worn path.  To the right, when there is a gap in the 

fence you will notice the vineyard across the fields. The path emerges on Mill Lane with Mattock’s 

Barn on the left. Cross the road and pause a while on the bench provided to take in the views across 

the rich agricultural fields.  

Across the fields you can see some of the houses of Moats Tye and Little London, hamlets within the 

Combs parish boundary. 

Cross the road to continue on the footpath in the field, dogs on leads 

please as these fields cultivate arable crops. Continue to the stream 

where you will see signs for Environmental Stewardship Margins and 

Conservation headland which helps to sustain the natural environment.                                                                                                                                      

Continue straight on and follow the field edge up to Moats Tye. Just 

after the path bends to the left, stop to take in the view across the 

fields. A little further on just before you reach the road, to the left you 

can see the expanding Cedars Park estate and the tall, thin spire of St Peter and St Mary church in 

Stowmarket peeping above the trees. 

On reaching the road you will see Battisford Cricket Club ahead. Turn right and walk to the junction 

on the left.  The large house on the corner is another of Combs’s lost pubs, the Gardeners Arms 

which closed in 2012. Turn left and head for Little London signposted 1 Mile. On the left are the 

pavilion, nets and neatly manicured pitch of the Battisford Cricket Club. This quiet tree lined road 

with high hedges hides many old established houses such as White House Farm, complete with 

pond. 
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Ignore the first road on the right (for today at 

least – other walks lead to Battisford and 

Badley from here) and take the second to Little 

London. Before the first house, look left and 

try to spot the tower of Great Finborough 

church – a landmark visible for miles around. 

Nearing Blue House Farm (an old-fashioned 

farm with cats, ducks and chickens running 

free) look to the left and you can see the roofs 

of the Combs Tannery buildings, the source of 

Lankester Webb’s wealth in the mid-19th century and now home to a number of small company 

units. 

Carry on along this quiet country lane and in front you will see the quaintly named Halfpenny 

Cottage with Pennyplot House across the field to the right. When the road bends sharply right you 

need to go left up the field track for 150 yards. Just before turning left, look across to the right to see 

the Suffolk Wildlife trust managed Combs Wood, then further round to Sallow Grove (woodland) 

and further round still, the top of Badley medieval church is just visible. 

Follow the path to the left between fields, with sheep to your right, and head back into Combs 

village – more of the spire of Great Finborough church should now be visible in the distance and just 

off to the right. Notice the Charcoal and Churches plaque on the fence as you pass the menagerie at 

Holyoak Farm. Details of the Charcoal and Churches walk is available in the Walks section of the 

Combs Village website. 

Through a narrow green tunnel you emerge once again into the usual field landscape. Follow the 

field edge path until you reach a metal and wood bridge across the stream. Turn left and follow the 

rising path to Tannery Road. At the top, stop and look behind to see Combs church in splendid 

isolation.  

Turn right and at the junction with Park Road and Poplar Hill see the impressive Prospect Place 

dating from 1854. Turn left up Park Road to pass the old Combs School from dating from 1857 and 

closing in 1970.  

 

 Slightly further on is Model Farm erected by Lankester Webb in 1867 and is one of Combs’s 51 listed 

buildings. Continue along Park Road to complete the circuit. 

 

 

 

 

 You’ll find a route map on the next page.  

Walk planned and written by Bill Baldry.  We thank the Combs History Club for checking historical 

facts. For more walks visit: www.combsvillage.org.uk/walks.html  
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