
Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting
Mondav tOth Julv 2D23 at ?.?0onr- Battisfor.rl Cricket C!ub

Present:T Kitson {chair); S Ottewell ivice chair); T Betchley icouncillor); A Tomlinson (councillor}; K Oakes (county
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1. Apologies for Absence

There were no absences.

2. Declarations of lnterest/Lobbying

There were no issues involving councillors' interests.

3. Public Forum

No members of the public were present.

4. Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 12th June 2023

Minutes for Monday 12th June 2023 were reviewed and it was agreed that they be signed as a true and accurate
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5. iviatters arising from the fuiinutes

lhere were no matters ansing that are not dealt wrth eisewhere.

6. County Councillor's Report

The county councillor had previously provided her report and this is attached as appendix 1". Cllr Oakes informed
counciliors that she was stiil awaiting news from the engineers regarding the inconsiderate contractors at the building
site in Bildeston Road.

7. District Councillor's Report

The district councillor went through his report and this is attached as appendix 2. The chair updated Cllr Matthissen
and cor:nci!!o!",c on recent distr-rrbances at the Nlairam Ho,-rs!ng r-rnits on Park B.oad. The chair w!ll forurard to C!lr"

Matthissen a copy of the disappointingly unhelpful email from the community safety officer at MSDC.

The district councillors left to attend another parish council meeting at this point. with thanks from councillors.

E. Farish Councii Chairman's Report

The chair haci no matters to raise that were not deait with elsewhere

9. Planning

a. Applications received for consideration:

There were no applications to consider

b. Decisions received from MSDC:
i Df /21/n)fi7Q - Hnlv ()nk Rnrn - incfnllofinn nf lon httrner - liste.l hrrildins ..rn<cnt s!"antpd -nnted

ii. DC/23/01974 - The Appleyard, Bildeston Rood -extension of time - granted - noted
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10. Finance

a. Accounts review to date

The clerk reported that the Current Account balance with Santander as of 30 May 2023 was calculated to be

f39,286.13 (no statement Vet received) anci the savings account balance was f0, while the new Unity
account had f21,576.39 in the current account.

Cllr Ottewell had suggested that, to record matters properly, there should be separate pages on the accounts

for each hank acco'-rnt. The clerk felt that, as there was on11, one .nonth of overlap hetrareen the trr.ro

accounts, to redesign the finance papers would be unduly burdensome. Recognising that Cllr Ottewell's
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ralsed by the auditor over this. All agreed that, with such a low level of activity in the council's finances, the
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The tsudget anaiysis anci financiai surnmary were revieweci, anci these were accepted.

fhe cierx confirmeci that eiirs Otteweii, Betchiey ancj fomiinson had the authoraty to approve BACS

payments, while the clerk had the power to acccss balances and statement and to set up payrnents ready for
authorisation. After a discussion it was agreed that the chair should also have the same authority levels as

the clerk, in case of absences.

b. Payments reeeived

ii)(none)

c. Payments to hand

(il Nlnnlvpr elerf riritv fnr streetlioht< ldireet dehit) lrrnc f 17n R1 and lrlrr f 1n7 qn'Thecc rrrcre annrnved hrr

all councillors (Porish Councils Act 1957, S. j; Highways Act L98A s307)

(ii) Combs PC transfer of f500 from Santander to open new Unity Account: This action had been approved
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councillors.

(iii) Suffolk Association of Local Councils - internal audit - f 255.60 This was approved by all counc!!lors {Loco1
Government Act 79i2 s 111). No cheque was cirawn (see Oetow rUcj).

d. Review of Draft Updated Financial Regulations

ihe clerk had sought guidanee from Cllr Ottewell and then eirer-ilated this priorto the meeting. With the
exception of Cllr Betchley, who had just returned from holiday and not had time to read it, councillors agreed
to adopt the new version. Cllr Betchley will contact the clerk after reviewing the document should he have
any reservations about it.

Now the regulations were in place councillors agreed that the payment to SALC for internal audit fees
menlionecJ above shoulc{ he palcl hv B.AC.(.
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account and councillors authorised Cllrs Ottewell and Tomlinson to sign it.

Action: elerk to send torm to NPawer.
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11. Newsletter

Cllr Ottewell proposed that the next newsletter be out by mid September and invited councillors to submit ideas for

items. The print date is set for L3 September.

12. Oaks Meadow

Cllr Betchley had no news to rePort

13. Correspondence /Any other business/ items for inclusion on the next agenda

The chair advised that there had been more problems reported by residents living near to the Mavam

Housing project in Park Road and that he had invoked the heip of both district and county councillors, and

the parish council has little power to effect improvements.

The clerk reported that the cemetery cutting had not been as good as previously and he would be meeting

the contractor next week to review the requirements. All councillors agreed that quality should take

precedence over economy.

items for next agenda: Newsletter; Data backup; PllP

14. Date and 4me of ne:et meeting - Monday 1!.th September 2023 at ?:30pm, Sattisford Cricket Club

fhe Meeting cioseci at 8.34 Pm

a

a

a
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Apoendix 1

County Council report July 2023

Suffolk Fire Service to bring control room back to the County

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service has announced plans to create a new fire control centre here in Suffolk

Since October 20i-1, Suffolk has shareci a control room with Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire and

Rescue Service in Huntingdon. The joint project has worked well, saving both fire services money and

enabling greater cross-border resource sharing.

However, the company behind a project to deliver a new lT system, initiated in 2019, has run into

technical and financial problems, causing a significant delay. This, in addition to advancements in

technology, has led to the decision to bring fire control back into the county by the end of 2024.

The proposed new control centre will be brought to Suffolk County Council's Cabinet for approval in

September 2A23.

Help for Suffolk Pre-payment Meter customers

A package of support has been created for pre-payment meter customers in Suffolk who are struggling

with their energy bills.

Warm Homes Suffolk is a Suffolk-wide Council partnership service, delivering energy efficiency support to

low-income households affected by cost-of-living pressures.

Supported by Suffolk's Collaborative Communities Board and funding from Public Health Suffolk's Contain

Outbreak Management Fund (COMF), the service is now able to offer specific help for households

struggling to pay their energy bills via a pre-payment meter, in addition to its existing support.

The support covers the whole of Suffolk and is available for all residents, whether they are in social

housing, council tenants, owner occupiers or private renters.

The Warm Homes Suffolk Service can check eligibility and support applications for grants to increase

household energy efficiency, with measures such as loft and wall insulation to air source heat pumps,

draught-proofing and more.

It is estimated that more than 24,A0A people in Suffolk are pre-payment meter customers

The service will work with everyone to understand the pressures on their finances and the impact this is

having on their lives. The service can carry out a home visit, as well as providing advice over the phone

and by email.

The COMF funding of fi.80,000 will enable this project to run for t2 months to provide the following:



lncome maximisation {through grants and benefits)
tsudgeting advice
Help understanding bills and heating systems

Support to reduce energy expenditure (By promoting social tariffs and support to switch suppliers)
lmproving household energy efficiency {By installing insulaticn, draught procfing, heating s'/stems
and solar panels)

Facilitating switch away from prepaid meters if appropriate

Pre-payment meter customers who wouid like support can contact pfqgaVtFqaslsuffalk.gqv.uk to find out
more, or cali: Prepay West at A7769 365796, or Prepay East at 07769 366229.

Referrals can be n'iade directly from households, the voluntary sector and professionals to find prepay

households who can benefit from an independent look at their bills.

Warm Homes Suffolk also offers suppart and advice for residents who are nCIt pre-payment meter
customers. To find out more about the support on offer, visit: https:llwwur.r,yarmhomessuffolk"org/

Ancestry appointed to digitise Suffolk's popular family and local history sources

More than 400 years of fascinating historical documents held at Suffolk Archives are to be digitised and
made avaiiable online, thanks to ar] agreement between Suffolk County Council and Ancestry.

Suffolk Archives will work alongside the family history website Ancestry to create high-quality, full-colour
digital inrages of miilior'ls of baptisms, rnarrlage and burial records from parishes within the Diocese of St

Edmundsbury and lpswich.

The earliest records being digitised date back to 1538 and include events in the lives r:f notahle historical
figures, such as the 1776 baptism of landscape artist John Constable, and the 1846 burial of Thomas

Ciarkson who devoted his iife to the aboiition of siavery"

It is hoped that Suffolk's main parish records will be published online in early 2025 with other collections

of local interest to follow. Public access will be free of charge in Suffclk

Archives branches or at any Suffolk Library. Anyone with an Ancestry subscription will also be able to
access the recor"ds as part of their researcir frorn their own cornputer or-device"

Further details about the project can be found on the Suffolk Archives website.

f100m broadband investment in Suffolk under government's Project Gigabit

a

a

a

a

Better broadband is on its way for around 80,000 properties across rural Suffolk in a f 1"00 million
investment under a f5 hillion government infrastructu!"e programme.

The county is one of three to benefit from Project Gigabit and was chosen to hostthe iaunch of the
announcement by Minister for Data and Digital lnfrastructure, 5ir John Whittingdale.



Similar projects were also announced for Norfolk and Hampshire as Siriohn was joined in Orford by

Suffolk Coastai IVIF Therese Coffey and Counciilor Iviatthew llicks, the ieader of Suffolk County Council.

Project Gigabit is the government's €5 billion mission to roll out gigabit-capable, reliable broadband
2.rncc tho lll{

lmproved connectivity unlocks new opportunities and fuels lnnovation, supporting the Prime Minister's
priority of growing the economy by creating better paid jobs.

Around 62,000 homes and businesses in Norfolk stand to benefit fi'om f 1"1"4 niillion of Project Gigabit
investment, across locations including Buxton, Castle Acre and Horning.

A further 8,000 premises in the northwest of the county are being reviewed for incluslon subject to
survey in the next six months.

This project is managed by BDUK who in turn have contracted CityFibre to do the actual work of installing
the cabling.

CityFibre, the UK's largest independent full-fibre provider, will deliver gigabit-capable infrastructure for
around 218,000 hornes and businesses having secured f318 million of Project Gigabit funding after a

comoetitive Drocess. The nrovider will also he making a nrivate investment of f 170 million to deliver the'o " F"'

project"

Decisions on where broadband infrastructure is instalied will be nrade by BDUK and not by SCC.

Survey work in all three counties corrii'nences immediately, with the first installations in the ['Jew Year and

the first live connections expected by sumrner 2A24.

Once connected, residents and businesses will enjoy access to hroadband serviees over a netwerrk capable
of supporting speeds of up to 1"0Gbps.

Counci! to consider new chapter for library services

Suffolk County Council's Cabinet is set to discuss the future of library services in Suffolk at its next
meeting on 11July.

The current contract with Suffoll<'s Libraries lndustrial and Provident Society (lPS), worth f5.92 million per

annum, ends on 31st July 2A24. The Council now needs to consider how library services will be delivered
following the expiry of the contract.

The report to Cabinet will recommend that a new Library Service contract is procured using a competitive
tender process,

To enable meaningful engagement, public consultation, and a competitive tender process to take place,

the report also recornmends thatthe current contract with Suffolk's Libraries IPS is extended by 10

months, to 31 May 2025.



The public consultation will be used to inform the requirements and future development of the new
service.

ln May 2023, Suffolk County Council's Cabinet agreed to protect library services by providing Suffolk's
Libra ries IPS an addition a I f720k per yea r to add ress increases in service costs, u ntil the end of the
current contract. The proposal to be put to cabinet on 11July is to continue to fund Suffolk Libraries IPS

at this rate for the duration of the proposed 1O-month extension.

The proposed value of the new contract will be f6.842m per year, considering the increased service costs

and including an additional f0.2m for the Libraries Outreach Service. The proposed term of the contract
will be 6 years, with the option to extend for a further 6 years.

The recommendations will be discussed at the meeting of Suffolk County Council's Cabinet on Tuesday 1"L

July. Papers for the meeting can be viewed at https://committeeminutes.suffolk.sov.uk

Councillor Kav Oakes
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Aopendix 2

District Councillor Report: Onehouse Ward

The next full Council meeting is to be held in the Blackboune Community Centre,
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council work back into our district.

Objectors and supporters, including parish councils, can now address the planning
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Babergh and Mid Suffolk have been awarded a f 300k grant from the Office for Zero

Emission Vehicles to install 28 new 22kW EV charging ioints in several carparks
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beginning the lnstallation work this week.

National Grid has launched its latest public consultation about plans for the new
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opposed by the Council, particularly about the impact on the environment. There

will be a public information event at The Blackbourne on Tues Llth July 11arn-4pm.

TL r.- : !: ., L--,"1,^-. t ! l. . r LlineExdrnlndLionrledunB5tuunprdLtrcrLr.neEfidofjr;r-re. Theyeair'oeviewedoii
YouTube i:i-l,l-*,i.-:::i,'*l:;,i,::t-iiitiiif,ii*id*iil:i"f-t-qi:c-i,si$rf+ie-1ir:::.

The MSDC Communities team have been out and about last week sharing

irrforrnation arrd answeririg questiorrs froni residerits aboui arrti-sociai i.relraviout'.

They are an additional resource to the police Safer t'.leighbourhood Team.

The Police and Crime Panel is a county wide body which scrutinises the work of the

Poiice anci Crime Commissioner. They usuaiiy meet quarteriy anci members of the
public are welcome to attend and can ask questions relevant to an agenda item.

The next meeting is to be held on Friday L4th July; the agenda will be published 10

davs before hand and any oublic questions need to be lodged by midnight on Tues

11th July. More details can be found here: .!:r.i1px:I1:*gUl's$if*l&.9-q1{*UJg-{-1*$l::tl1tj:

.der:*sr+;dlhs,s*:i*iil*ns:m:ss::uxiijssu*{gruru3js'cs"i-$}.i{.$:15:fi**;*a(:d:m^r:*"
{L1[_rl

The route of the Tour of Britain has just been announced. Stage 5 is on Thursday 7th
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in Felixstowe, passing through much of Mid Suffolk ancl Babergh.

Jcrirnivlatttrissen councillor@matthissen.net frj.449258894 -46' nn
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