
The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon 
 
Hidden in the heart of the old city of Barcelona is the 'Cemetery of Lost Books', a labyrinthine 
library of obscure and forgotten titles that have long gone out of print. To this library, a man 
brings his 10-year-old son Daniel one cold morning in 1945. Daniel is allowed to choose one 
book from the shelves and pulls out 'The Shadow of the Wind' by Julian Carax. 
 
But as he grows up, several people seem inordinately interested in his find. Then, one night, 
as he is wandering the old streets once more, Daniel is approached by a figure who reminds 
him of a character from the book, a character who turns out to be the devil. This man is 
tracking down every last copy of Carax's work in order to burn them. What begins as a case 
of literary curiosity turns into a race to find out the truth behind the life and death of Julian 
Carax and to save those he left behind. 
 
Set in post-Civil War Barcelona, the book transports you to another world rich in detail and 
filled with complex characters.  
 
This is a fascinating tale of love, tragedy and obsession.  It is at the same time an intriguing 
and complex detective story that is difficult to put down once started. 
 
Some of our members found it was a little drawn out, but all enjoyed it nonetheless. 


